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all his creatures, and represents the Absolute and
Infinite as excluding rather than as including all
that is relative and finite. The failure of Stoicism
to work out successfully its idea that there is an
immanent principle of unity under all the differences
of things and of our knowledge of them, leads
subsequent philosophy to conceive God as essentially
transcendent. But in this way it becomes impossible
to suppose that there is any rational connexion be-
tween him and the world, or any rational apprehension
of him by the human mind- If under such a view
there is to be any relation established between God
and man, the activity that produces it must be
entirely on God's side, and on man's side there can
be only passivity. And if any human consciousness
of God remains possible, it must be in an ecstatic
condition in which man is rapt beyond himself so
that all self-consciousness is absorbed and lost.
Hence we have an apparently paradoxical result,
the rise of a philosophy which might from one point
of view b& called Agnosticism, and which yet does
not mean disbelief or doubt, but rather the pro-
fottdest certitude of the reality of the Absolute
Bein^ whom man's thought cannot measure nor
Jkjs words 6ipress.

Now in this aspect of it also there is a parallel
movement of  Jewish  with  Greek  thought.     Even
the bo4ks of the Old Testament, we can trace